Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.025; wR factor = 0.074; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.4.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, [Cu 2 (CH 3 -COO) 4 (C 9 H 7 N) 2 ], the Cu II cation is coordinated by four acetate anions and one isoquinoline molecule in a distorted square-pyramidal geometry; the Cu II cation is 0.1681 (6) Å from the basal coordination plane formed by the four O atoms. Each acetate anion bridges two Cu II cations to form the centrosymmetric dinuclear complex. Within the dinuclear molecule, the CuÁ Á ÁCu separation is 2.6459 (4) Å . A parallel arrangement of isoquinoline ligands of adjacent complexes is observed in the crystal structure; the face-to-face distance of 3.610 (10) Å suggests there is no -stacking between isoquinoline ring systems.
Related literature
For general background on the nature of -stacking, see: Su & Xu (2004) ; Xu et al. (2007) . For related isoquinoline complexes, see: Clegg & Straughan (1989) ; Ivanikova et al. (2006) . For a related quinoline complex, see: Pan & Xu (2004) . For the metal atomic deviation from the basal coordination plane in square-pyramidal coordination geometry, see: Xie & Xu (2005 
Comment
As part of our ongoing investigation on the nature of π-π stacking (Su & Xu, 2004; Xu et al., 2007) , the title complex incorporating isoquinoline ligand has recently been prepared in the laboratory and its crystal structure is reported here.
The molecular structure is shown in Fig. 1 . The Cu The parallel arrangement of isoquinoline ligands of adjacent complexes is observed in the crystal structure (Fig. 2) . The face-to-face distance of 3.610 (10) Å is close to 3.573 (5) Å found in a quinoline complex (Pan & Xu, 2004 ) and suggests no π-π stacking between isoquinoline ring systems.
Experimental
A water-ethanol solution (10 ml, 1:2) of isoquinoline (0.12 ml, 1 mmol) and copper acetate monohydrate (0.10 g, 0.5 mmol) was refluxed for 2.5 h. After cooling to room temperature the solution was filtered. The single crystals of the title compound were obtained from the filtrate after 3 d.
Refinement
Methyl H atoms were equally disordered over two sites with C-H = 0.96 Å, U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C). Aromatic H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93 Å and refined in riding mode with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with 40% probability displacement (arbitrary spheres for H atoms). The disordered methyl H atoms are not shown for clarify [symmetry code:
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